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Brian Bender lives on Martin, North Dakota, about 45 miles from Devils Lake. One day
last June he drove toward the expanding lake for a fishing outing. At the junction of what
used to be Highways 19 and 281, he found the latter underwater and made this
photograph. “I’ve driven that road many times in the past, so it was amazing to thinks how
much the lake has risen to gobble up this highway,” Bender says. “The peaceful look
certainly belies all the turmoil that the rising water has caused.” As Douglas W. Larson
makes clear in “Runaway Devils Lake,” (pages 46-53), flooding in the closed Devils Lake
basin —attributed to a shift in climate— has been devastating, taking lives, homes,
communities and farmland. And there is no easy fix on the horizon. Larson asks us not
only to think about this environment crisis, but to reflect on what it foretells for a word that
soon may encounter more widespread climate change.



