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Wind tunnels — such as this one at the Max Planck Institute of Ornithology in Seewiesen,
Germany — are at the cutting edge of methods for studying bird migration. This example,
built in 1999 under the dome of a planetarium, has been used to study migratory bird
metabolism, navigation and orientation. Paul Bartell and Ashli Moore explain what
ornithologists and neurobiologists now snow about birds that migrate only at night in
“Avian Migration: The Ultimate Red-Eye Flight” (pages 46-55). These small birds
undergo extremes in sleeplessness and metabolism, feats that are not humanly possible.
(Cover image courtesy of Axel Griesch.)



