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34 Spirit Bear. 
The wildest place in America is home to the unlikeliest of creatures: a white 
black bear 
Bruce Barcott. 
Photographs by Paul Nicklen.  
 

54 Pipeline Through Paradise. 
In the Great Bear Rainforest a tanker war has begun. It’s going to be a bare-
knuckle fight. 
Bruce Barcott. 
 

66 Robots Get Real. 
They can now serve drinks, act as companions, and look like us. Are we 
ready for them? 
Chris Carroll. 
Photographs by Max Aguilera-Hellweg. 
 

86 A Multitasking Monkey. 
India’s langurs stand guard at public events, have holy status ─ and can also 
be a bit perky. 
Jennifer S. Holland. 
Photographs by Stefano Unterthiner. 
 

96 Land of Shadows. 
As it comes out of isolation, the nation of Myanmar is caught between 
darkness and light. 
Brook Larmer. 
Photographs by Chien. Chi Chang. 
 

120 Part Ape, Part Human. 
A new ancestor emerges from the richest collection of fossils ever found. 
Josh Fischman. 
Photographs by Brent Stirton. 
Art by John Gurche. 
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4 Editor’s Note. 

 
6 Letters. 

 
8 National Geographic on TV. 

 
12 VISIONS 

 
18 Your Shot. 

 
20 NOW 

 
 Gorillas at the Salad Bar. 

They’re giving up biscuits (right) for romaine to ward off heart disease. 
 

 The Moon’s Inner Life. 
Instruments left by me the Apollo astronauts tell a molten tale. 
 

 Pint Size (s). 
Britain’s classic beer serving will shrink a bit this year. 
 

 A Man, A Beetle, a Mission. 
A Nebraska entomologist strives to save a lowly bug. 
 

 Spotting the Leopard. 
Why are there so many coat patterns? See what digital data reveal. 
 

28 NEXT 
 

 Banking on Blue Blood. 
A horseshoe crab’s vital fluid helps labs screen for pathogens. 
 

 Patents in Limbo. 
The U. S. office alone has a backlog of 1.2 million ─ from here and abroad. 
 

 Brain Delay. 
Why is it so tough to identify the animal at right? 
 

 Speaking in Pictures. 
Illustrated pamphlets are invaluable for U.S. soldiers in Afghanistan. 
 

134 NG Connect. 
 

135 The Moment. 
 

 Flashback. 



 
  
 ON THE COVER 
  
 This mama Kermode bear came out for a crab apple meal in Canada’s Great 

Bear Rainforest. The harvest was so bountiful that she didn’t bother fishing 
for salmon. 
Photo by Paul Nicklen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


