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▪ Autism-related disorders share genetic activity patterns. 
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▪ Silk-shod tarantulas. 
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▪ Meningitis rates fall. 
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▪ Male gators make fancy waves. 
 

 ▪ Brains link sound to touch. 
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▪ Rogue waves tamed in a tub. 
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▪ Milky Way’s newfound arm confers galactic symmetry. 
 

 ▪ Mapping the universe, in 3-D. 
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▪ Innate geometry, QED. 
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▪ Bacterial infection could beget Parkinson’s. 
 
▪ Atmosphere’s CO2 rise may harm soil microbes. 
 

 ▪ Cell phones mess with body’s bugs. 
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20 Good-bye Shuttle. 
COVER STORY: During its 30-year run, the space shuttle ─ designed as a 
cheap way to get people to space ─ has returned some cool science. 
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Scientists have devised sophisticated tools to help crime fighters spot fake 
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The human body is teeming with microbes that can be their host’s best 
friends ─ or worst enemies. 
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32 From the Archive 
Scientists discovered in the 1970s that chloroflourocarbons such as Freon 
were hurting Earth’s ozone layer. 
 

 COVER 
NASA’s space shuttle Atlantis shown before a 2009 launch, will be the last 
orbiter to fly before the agency shuts down the shuttle program. 
Bill Ingalls/ NASA. 

 


