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NEWS

UPFRONT
Solar power could break Germany’s grid. The environmental cost of space
tourism.

THIS WEEK

Life on the edge.

All eyes on California for marijuana ballot. Elixir of life discovered — for
yeast. Moving on-screen images using thought alone. Did life on Earth start
with a spark in the dark?

A fifth of the world’s vertebrates are in danger of exhibition

INSIGHT
The rare earth elements we can’t do without.

IN BRIEF
Two ways to sex a skink. Blue light taps into emotions. Snowball fertilized the
Earth.

TECHNOLOGY
StarCraft game helps machine intelligence evolve. See the world through
children’s eyes. Why ash-clogged aircraft didn’t crash.

OPINION

EDITORIAL
A rational drugs policy is on offer in California.

Watch out, deniers about.
The crusade to undermine climate science doesn’t miss a trick, warns
climatologist Michael Mann.

One minute with...Brian Bowsher,
Celebrating 50 years of modern metrics.

LETTERS
Freud and science. Gripping socks.

How western science won.
It was all down to geography, argues historian lan Morris — and that means its
time is nearly up.
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FEATURES

Snoop dogs.
DNA forensics are turning man’s best friend into a stool pigeon.

COVER STORY

Secrets of Intelligence.
The 12 pillars of wisdom revealed.

Wireless crunch.
Congestion in the airwaves could stop your cellphone in its tracks — unless we
find a smart way round the road block

Earth simulator.
Recreate the world on a computer and we can predict anything.

CULTURELAB

REVIEWS

Machines have needs too.
Anthropologist Timothy Taylor enjoys a provocative plea that we should
learn to love technology.

Gay: born or made?
The age-old question is deftly tackled by neuroscientist Simon LeVay.

Yves Klein’s Eden. Racial skullduggery.
REGULARS
Enigma

Feedback
Symptoms of death.

The Last Word
Oi, big nose!

Jobs & Careers.

Coming next week...

Urban paradise.

If you care about the planet, move to the city.

Instant expert: Human origins.
The latest in our monthly pull-out guides.



