
NEW SCIENTIST 
 

CONTENIDO 
 

VOLUME 213 No. 2850, FEBRUARY, 4 2012 
 

 CONTENTS 
 

 NEWS 
6 Read my thoughts. 

Real-life telepathy: producing speech from brain activity alone. 
 

 ON THE COVER 
32 In the zone. 

The fast track to unlocking your mind’s potential. 
 

14 Solar stormwatch 
What to expect as the sun goes into overdrive. 
 

8 Frozen in time. 
Genes that helped life survive the Ice Age. 
 

40 Missing in action. 
Lost treasures of science. 
 

36 Super-tough stuff. 
Unravelling silk’s wonders. 
 

 Instant expert: Sleep. 
Where your brain goes every night. 
 

 FEATURES 
40 Missing in action. 

Nine lost treasures science wants back. 
 

 NEWS 
 

4 UPFRONT 
Snakes on the plains. Illegal ivory trade profited from Arab Spring. Billion-
dollar boost for neglected disease. 
 

6 THIS WEEK 
Solar stormwatch: what to expect as the sun goes into overdrive. Genes that 
helped life survive the Ice Age. Single-atom model of the solar system. 
 

12 INSIGHT 
India’s revolution – it’s cheaper to produce electricity from solar than from 
diesel. 



 
16 IN BRIEF 

Blurry vision helps jumping spiders hit their target. Do baby pulsars cry 
cosmic-ray tears?  
 

 TECHNOLOGY 
 

19 Networked parking helps you find a space. Rise of the civilian drone. Online 
piracy gets physical. Battery woven into clothes. 
 

 APERTURE 
 

24 Volatile nursery where stars are born. 
 

 OPINION 
 

26 Corridors of uncertainty. 
Do animals really thrive by being connected, asks Fred Pearce. 
 

27 One minute with… Dan Marrone. 
The plan to take the first pictures of a black hole.  
 

28 Tweeting the revolution. 
Major unrest is everywhere, fuelled by new technologies. Paul Mason explains 
the subtleties. 
 

30 LETTERS 
Real robots. Crucial capture. 
 

 FEATURES 
 

32 In the zone. 
(see above left) 
 

36 Super-tough stuff. 
Unravelling silk’s wonders. 
 

40 Missing in action. 
(see left) 
 

 INSTANT EXPERT 
 

 Sleep 
Find out where your brain goes every night, with our collectable-pull.out 
guide. 
 

 CULTURELAB 
 

46 Only connectome. 
Mapping the brain’s connections is research’s toughest task. 



 
47 A waiting game. 

“Mob medicine” is doomed, where’s its replacement? PLUS: Finding happy.  
 

 REGULARS 
 

3 Editorial. 
A weak solar maximum could be the worst of all worlds. 
 

30 Enigma 
 

56 Feedback 
Ectoplasmic camera. 
 

57 The Last Word 
Four-star review. 
 

48 Jobs & Careers. 
 

 
 


