
NEW SCIENTIST 
 

CONTENIDO 
 

VOLUME 214 No. 2859, APRIL, 7 2012 
 

 CONTENTS 
 

 NEWS 
6 Inside story of North Sea gas leak. 

Problems at the Elgin platform were reported six months ago. 
 

 ON THE COVER 
34 Retune your immune system. 

From colds to cancer, how to strengthen your defences. 
 

9 Shock of the old. 
Have we got Earth’s history wrong? 
 

40 The sun’s lost siblings. 
Stars that reveal our galactic birthplace. 
 

14 Mind grid. 
New York City brain map. 
 

42 Oceans in peril. 
Trouble in the food chain. 
 

 Instant expert. 
What links baboons and Facebook friends. 
 

 FEATURES 
 

42 Oceans in peril. 
Trouble at the bottom of the food chain. 
 

 NEWS 
 

4 UPFRONT 
Fukushima’s effect on UK nuclear industry. US autism rates surge. Flu study 
go-ahead. 
 

6 THIS WEEK 
Largest medical database opens. Oldest rock gets younger. Cave cuisine, 1 
million years BC. Planets that reproduce like cells. Brain organized like NYC 
grid. Human gut model. 
 

7 INSIGHT 



Is Shell prepared for Arctic drilling in 2012? 
 

17 IN BRIEF 
Sensitive scales register yoctogram. Mice in space. Pesticides disrupt bees’ 
GPS. 
 

 TECHNOLOGY 
 

21 Facial recognition for avatars. How to build a second sun. Was “Facebook 
Revolution” a myth? Tweets create better sports highlights. 
 

 APERTURE 
 

26 Extreme seal transformations. 
 

 OPINION 
 

28 Left vs right brain. 
Knowing the biological basis of politics won’t foster tolerance, warns Chris 
Mooney. 
 

29 One minute with… Michael Barton. 
Why English is a minefield for people with autism.  
 

30 From ET to apple pie. 
Are everyday objects the real aliens, asks Ian Bogost. 
 

32 LETTERS 
God, or not? Language and reality. 
 

 FEATURES SPECIAL 
 

34 Retune your immune system. 
(see above left) 
 

40 The sun’s lost siblings. 
Stars that reveal our galactic birthplace. 
 

42 Oceans in peril. 
(see left). 
 

 INSTANT EXPERT 
 

 Evolution of social networks. 
What baboons and Facebook friends have in common. 
 

 CULTURELAB 
 

46 Romantic roots. 
Evolution and Brangelina. 



 
47 Staying alive. 

How the quest to live forever shaped our world. PLUS: Inside us all.  
 

48 Mario Masterpiece. 
Games become art. PLUS: Tough lessons from nature. 
 

 REGULARS 
 

3 Editorial. 
Could neutrino furore have been avoided? 
 

32 Enigma 
 

56 Feedback 
Quantum fruiloopery. 
 

57 The Last Word 
A wee dram. 
 

50 Jobs & Careers. 
 

 
 
 
 


