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Up in Smoke.

In giant combustion labs, the new science of arson is rewriting the book on
fire-and upending convictions in courts across the United States.

Douglas Starr.

His Troubles Are Your Troubles.

Neurotic depressed, and drug-addled: The sufferings of lab mice are crucial
for understanding and treating the dark afflictions of the human psyche.
Hannah Holmes.

Power Plays.

DISCOVER asked leading scientists and policy experts for their best ideas
about how to make America’s energy supply cleaner, more abundant, and
more secure. Here are four solutions that map a path to a thriving future.

Tales From the Dark Side.

A leading theoretical physicist explains why she is sure that five-sixths of the
matter in the known universe is invisible-and how she and other
preposterously smart people intend to prove it.

Lisa Randall.

Interview

Noam Chomsky.

The world’s most famous linguist talks about the deep evolutionary roots of
language, the Hebrew underpinnings of his scientific ideas, and how
enormously hard it is for the mind to understand itself.

Marion Long.

ON THE COVER
| don’t want to see arsonists go free, but | certainly don’t want to see
innocent people going to jail.

Mail.

Editor’s Note.
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Data.

Marijuana-like drugs that tackle obesity and addiction, converting skin cells
to neurons, Russia’s record-busting radio telescope, turning sewage into tap
water, why Rupert Murdoch is saintly, the explosion in scientific retractions,
the world’s longest bridge, and more.

Hot Science.
Hollywood builds the ultimate parasite, technology that talks, and the best
books out this month.

Destination Science.
Witness the future of aerospace up close at Edwards Air Force Base.
LeeAundra Keany.

Impatient Futurist.

The human sperm is in trouble. Science can help-but the cure may be making
the problem worse.

David H. Freedman.

Vital Signs.

An undiagnosed hematoma threatens a young boy’s life. Will doctors be able
to treat it in time?

Tony Dajer.

The Brain.

A well-guarded barrier keeps the brain safe from many diseases. Too bad it
also blocks crucial medicines from getting into our heads.

Carl Zimmer.

Out There.

Physicists have managed to describe nature in terms of just four forces, but
one troublemaker thinks they may have overlooked number five.

Sean Carroll.

20 Things You Didn’t Know About the Periodic Table.
Rebecca Coffey.



