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FEATURES

Touching RNA.
COVER STORY

RNA can bind and sense the shapes of other molecules by feeling them with
its backbone— and not just its bases. ANINA MIRIE PYLE describes what
gives RNA molecules this remarkable versatility.

Why Trust a Reporter?

It’s rare to find a scientist who can speak eloquently about his or her work in
a way that excites others, including journalists and their audience. But it
doesn’t have to be that way— EDYTA ZEILINSKA presents what science
writers are looking for and why answering their calls can benefit you and
your science.

Web Gems.
Introducing the winners of the first annual Labbies, our prizes for the best
Web-based multimedia by labs.

DEPARTMENTS

Editorial

What’s Your Elevator Pitch?

It’s imperative to communicate your science, but not as PR machines.
Sarah Greene.

Notebook
TB or not TB?; Cell+ phone; Guerilla science; Top 7 from F1000: One
on One: Metal therapy.

Thought Experiment.

Redesigning Scientific Reputation.

Rewards and incentives for online collaboration can make better science.
Bo Adler, lan Pye, and Luca de Alfaro.

Critic at Large.

Crowdsourcing Drug Discovery.

Fact: The current system of finding new drugs is not working. Here’s what
to do about it.

Stephen Friend.

Profile
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Some Nerve.

Rodolfo Llinas’s fearless approach to neurophysiology has redefined our
thinking about individual neurons and how they create movement and
consciousness.

Karen Hopkin.

The Literature

Hidden ribozymes in eukaryotic genomes; transcription and translation
errors are surprisingly common; light sheds light on Rac’s role; a piston
proton pump. Scientist to Watch:

Monica Bettercourt-Dias.

Lab Tools

Outsourcing your RNA.

How to get the most molecular bang for your buck when you your RNA
away.

Jeffrey M. Perkel.

BioBusiness

Botanical Biopharming.

Green-thumbed biotechs say they can use plants to make drugs faster,
cheaper, and better than top pharmaceutical companies.

Megan Scudellari.

Careers

Skipping Your Postdocs.

How to whip your postdocs into researchers you would want to collaborate
with.

Jennifer Welsh.

Foundations

The Discovery of Penicillin, circa 1928.

Cristina Luiggi.
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Contributors

Mail

Eyelashes up close; Scientists vs. engineers: Is the synthetic cell about life?

Opinion: Erase science’s blacklist.

Eavesdroppings
Science quotations of the month.

The Guide.

Recruitment.



