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4 March Animation planner….Disney Junior Offers Fresh Preschool Animated 

Fare…Books We Love. 
  
 FEATURES 
  
8 The Great Pretender. 

Director Gore Verbinski and ILM vfx supervisor Hal Hickel discuss the 
making of Rango, a visually arresting animated feature about a chameleon 
with an identity crisis. 
Ramin Zahed. 
 

12 Love in the Time of Jazz. 
A Spanish studio delivers a love story infused with Cuban and American 
rhythms in Chico & Rita. 
Mercedes Milligan. 

  
14 Cinematic Rendez-Vous in Lyon. 

Cartoon Movie offers a fine collection of Eurocentric animated fare with 
eclectic themes and styles. 
Ramin Zahed. 

  
 Shorts 

 
21 The Mouse That Roared. 

The German co-directors of the acclaimed special The Gruffalo discuss how 
they adapted the popular children’s book for the small screen. 
 

22 Poetic Planet. 
Director Alex Weil and the team at Charlex kick off the new year with a CG-
animated flight of fancy titled ShapeShifter. 
 

 Oscar 2011 
 

21 Oscar Ballot. 
All the animation and vfx-related categories you really care about are here. 
 
 
 



 

 Home Entertainment 
 

23  Back to Metropolis. 
The Man of Steel deals with his own mortality in the acclaimed new Warner/ 
DC animated movie, All-Star Superman. 
 

24 My Toony Valentine. 
This month’s new DVDs/Blu-rays include 2D classics, awesome anime and 
evil alien escapades. 
Mercedes Milligan. 
 

 TELEVISION 
 

27 Much More Than Meets the Eye! 
The Hub’s new Transformers Prime series adds sophisticated storylines and 
top-notch CG animation to the popular franchise. 
 

 VFX 

28 Aliens Among Us. 
Veteran supe Greg McMurry reveals some of the clever ways he and the 
artists at ILM. Entity FX and Hammerhead delivered the visual magic for I 
am Number Four. 
Ramin Zahed. 
 

30 Tech Reviews. 
A look at` some of the online animation and vfx courses available to 
students. 
Todd Sheridan Perry. 
 

 Opportunities 
 

33 Bill Kroyers’s Academic Adventure. 
The veteran animator head up the digital program at Chapman Universoty’s 
Dodge College. 
Ellen Wolff. 
 

37 Anicomm Awards 2011. 
We round up the best animated ads of the past year. 

  
39 Visual Effects Oscar Crossword. 

Try your hand at solving this special puzzler which features clues about 
Oscar-nominated visual effects-driven movies. 
 

40 Day in the Life of... 
Moritz Mayerhofer, the director of the award-winning animated short Urs, 
shares his day with us. 
 


